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Cattle handling facilities: 
Common issues & simple fixes

What we learned from ranch visits & workshops

Presented by: Heidi Carroll, SDSU Extension Livestock Stewardship Field Specialist & 
Joe Darrington, DVM

Additional project team member: Julie Walker, SDSU Extension Beef Specialist
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Project Overview    (Fall 2016-Spring 2017)

Working cattle is dangerous.

Focused on
• Cattle behavior
• Evaluating facilities
• Safety of cattle & 

people

Goals:
• Cattlemen will understand the impact 

of human interactions on cattle 
behavior, which impact animal health 
and performance, and its ties to ranch 
profitability.

• Cattlemen will learn and implement 
low-stress handling techniques and 
evaluate facilities to minimize the risk 
of injuries and costs associated with 
injuries for both human and cattle.
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Grant Funding (https://ncerme.org)

North Central Extension 
Risk Management 
Education Center and the 
USDA National Institute 
of Food and Agriculture 
under Award Number 
2015-49200-24226
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Material Development

• Checklist
– Employee

– Owner/Manager

• SOP examples

• Industry resources

• PowerPoint presentations
– Cattle handling basics

– Cattle facility evaluation

– Avoiding discounts: carcass 
value
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Workshops

• LATI, Watertown, SD

• Cottonwood, SD

• Beresford, SD

• Mission, SD
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Highlights from Workshops
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Highlights from workshops
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Ranch Visits

• Evaluate workshop impacts 
& provide consultation

• 5 visits

• Individualized ranch reports
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Commonly Discussed Topics

• New Construction
– Siting

– Slope and drainage

– Equipment selection 
and use

– Handler space vs 
cattle space

• Older Facilities
– Shadow/light transitions

– Short leadup alleys to 
chute

– Drainage and footing

– Man gates

– Overall maintenance of 
materials
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Questions & Comments

Joe Darrington, DVM
Former SDSU Extension Livestock 
Environment Associate

Email: darrington.dvm@gmail.com
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