
Franklin Eldridge Update 
 
Della and I visited Norway on the mail boat, (and re-visited Edinburgh, Scotland where we had 
lived in 1972-73)  and toured New Zealand by auto and bus tour, in the first nine years.  Then 
Della had a stroke, resulting in buying a condo in Van Dorn Villa and leaving our house of 42 
years.  We still traveled by car and plane, visiting our children and siblings for 6 years until she 
died.  I re-married, to Cheryl, and we have traveled to Ireland, Italy three times (her ancestral 
home), Hawaii, and numerous trips by car and plane to visit our six children in the USA, who 
live in six different states, and to visit siblings and other family members. We have also had 
three cruises, one in the Carribean to allow the two sets of children to get acquainted, one in the 
eastern Mediterranean. Most recently we moved to a town house in the North Gate Garden 
Estates complex.  I guess our major activity has been traveling. 
 
In the first few years after retirement I was program chairman and then  president of the UNL 
alumni association, and for several years I was chairman of the Maude Wisherd Fund 
committee.  For two years I was chairman of the Board of Directors in Van Dorn Villa and active 
in the villa in other capacities.  Cheryl has been active in both Van Dorn Villa and North Gate.  I 
left no research projects unfinished when I retired, my last two graduate students had completed 
their degrees and both my lab and office were soon remodelled, so my contact with the 
department since retirement has been minimal.  References, in recently published papers, to 
some of my earliest publications has surprised and pleased me.   
 
In my 18 years as Director of Resident Instruction I think much was accomplished in Nebraska 
and nationally, for example being President of the National Association of Colleges and 
Teachers of Agriculture as the first one from a Land-Grant college.  There is no real record of 
that time, however.  The satisfaction is internal.     
 
Since my health has been quite satisfactory I have been active in my church, Chairman of the 
committtee for selecting a new pastor, choir member, and active in the men's discussion and 
breakfast group. Outside of church I have also been a memer of the discussion group, Open 
Forum.   
 
My 32 years at UNL were good ones.  It was a satisfactory career 


